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Claims 

1 . A method for enabling content provider authentication comprising: 

receiving, by a content delivery server, a request from user equipment 
5 (UE) to activate a content delivery session; 

detemriining, by the content delivery server, whether content provider 
authentication is required to activate the content delivery session for the UE; 

when content provider authentication is determined to be required, 
requesting, by the content delivery server from the content provider, 
10 authentication for the UE for the content delivery session; 

when the content provider indicates a successful authentication for the 
UE for the content delivery session, activating, by the content delivery server, 
the content delivery session for the UE. 

15 2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the content delivery server comprises 
a mobile communications network content delivery server. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the mobile communications network 
content delivery server comprises a multimedia broadcast/multicast service 

20 (MBMS) server. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the mobile communications network 
content delivery server comprises a broadcast-multicast service center (BM- 
SC). 

25 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the content delivery server comprises 
a content translation server. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein the content delivery session comprises 
30 a multicast session. 
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7. The method of claim 1 , wherein the request to activate the content 
delivery session comprises a request to receive particular content from the 
content provider. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the request to activate the content 
delivery session comprises a request to subscribe to particular content from 
the content provider. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the request to activate the content 
delivery session comprises a request to join a multicast group for the content 
delivery session. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the request to join comprises a request 
from the group consisting of an Internet Group Management Protocol (IGMP) 
join message and a Multicast Listener Discovery (MLD) join message. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein activating the content delivery session 
for the UE comprises subscribing the UE to the content delivery session. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein activating the content delivery session 
for the UE comprises adding the UE to a multicast group for the content 
delivery session. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising denying, by the content 
delivery server, the request from the UE to activate the content delivery 
session, when the content provider indicates a failed authentication for the UE 
for the content delivery session. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein requesting authentication for the UE 
for the content delivery session comprises sending at least one authentication 
parameter for the UE to the content provider. 
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15. The method of claim 14, wherein the at least one authentication 
parameter comprises at least one parameter from the group consisting of a 
login ID, a password, a UE identifier, a user identifier, smart card information, 
and user biometric information. 

5 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the user biometric information 
comprises biometric information from the group consisting of a photo, a voice 
sample, a retina scan, a finger print, and a palm print. 

10 1 7- The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving, by the content delivery server from the content provider, a 
request for at least one authentication parameter for the UE; 

sending, by the content delivery server to the content provider, at least 
one authentication parameter for the UE in response to the request from the 
15 content provider. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 7, further comprising: 

sending, by the content delivery server, a request for at least one 
authentication parameter for the UE. 

20 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

receiving, by the content delivery server, at least one authentication 
parameter for the UE from the UE. 



25 20. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

receiving, by the content delivery server, at least one authentication 
parameter for the UE from a mobile communications networl^ database. 
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21 . A method for enabling content provider authentication comprising: 

receiving, by a content provider from a content delivery server, an 
authentication request for activation of a content delivery session for user 
equipment (UE); 

5 authenticating, by the content provider, the UE for the content delivery 

session to produce an authentication result; 

sending, by the content provider to the content delivery server, an 
indication of the authentication result. 

10 22. The method of claim 21 , wherein authenticating comprises determining 
that the UE is pre-authorized for the content delivery session thereby 
producing a successful authentication result. 

23. The method of claim 21 , wherein authenticating comprises: 

15 sending, by the content provider to the content delivery server, a 

request for at least one authentication parameter for the UE; 

receiving, by the content provider from the content delivery server, at 
least one authentication parameter for the UE in response to the request from 
the content provider; 

20 determining the authentication result using the at least one 

authentication parameter received from the content delivery server. 

24. The method of claim 21 , wherein authenticating comprises: 
sending, by the content provider to the UE, a request for at least one 

25 authentication parameter; 

receiving, by the content provider from the UE, at least one 
authentication parameter in response to the request from the content 
provider; 

determining the authentication result using the at least one 
30 authentication parameter received from the UE. 
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25. A content delivery server comprising: 

a network interface adapted to send and receive messaging using at 
least one communication protocol; 

a processor, communicatively coupled to the network interface, 
S adapted to receive, via the network interface, a request from 

user equipment (UE) to activate a content delivery session, 

adapted to determine whether content provider authentication is 
required to activate the content delivery session for the UE, 

adapted to request, from the content provider via the network 
10 interface, authentication for the UE for the content delivery session, when 
content provider authentication is determined to be required, 

adapted to activate the content delivery session for the UE, 
when the content provider indicates a successful authentication for the UE for 
the content delivery session. 

15 

26. The content delivery server of claim 25, wherein the content delivery 
server comprises a broadcast-multicast service center (BM-SC). 



27. The content delivery server of claim 25, wherein requesting 
20 authentication for the UE for the content delivery session comprises sending, 
via the network interface, at least one authentication parameter for the UE to 
the content provider. 
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28. A content provider comprising: 

a network interface adapted to send user content and to send and 
receive messaging using at least one communication protocol; 

a processor, communicatively coupled to the network interface, 
5 adapted to receive, from a content delivery server via the 

network interface, an authentication request for activation of a content 

■ 

delivery session for user equipment (UE), 

adapted to authenticate the UE for the content delivery session 
to produce an authentication result, 
10 adapted to send, to the content delivery server via the network 

. interface, an indication of the authentication result. 



